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has healed himself through the force of imagination, which
has set the subconscious will in motion, and the latter in
its turn is the source of pain and of the absence of pain, of
sickness and of healing.
Until a few years ago, it was left almost exclusively to
people who had travelled in India to report to an incredulous
audience just how far invulnerability and lack of pain can
go. Not until the visit of the kashmiri Kuda Bux to London
in 1935 and to New York in August 1938 were Occidental
physicians and laymen able to witness exhibitions of genuine
fire-walking; and not until January 1938 did the Hindu
girl, Koringa, demonstrate in Bertram Mills's Circus in
London the perfectly genuine process of being buried alive,
never previously seen in the West. I shall write another time
about that secret since this is not the place for it.
Later I personally saw the highly-educated Egyptian, Dr
Tahra Bey, in the Queen's Hall in London in February 1939,
where, under the supervision of Harley Street specialists,
he did things which placed the howling dervishes in the
shade. In addition to faultless telepathy, he also demonstrated
the art of being buried alive, remaining for about twenty
minutes in a catalepsy brought about by self-hypnosis,
lying in a coffin after having plugged his mouth, ears and
nostrils with cotton-wool, while his assistants shovelled a
mound of sand on top of him.
Walking among the audience, he inflicted terrible wounds
upon himself, made them stop bleeding and instantly caused
the scars to disappear through will-power. There was no
question of a suggestive influence being exerted on those
present, that is, of a suggestion of events which actually
did not take place, as is the case in the famous rope trick.
In times like these, when, just as in the eighteenth century,
enlightenment walks hand in hand with darkest superstition,
one must of course be particularly careful not to be taken
in by fraud. But the existence of so-called para-normal
faculties, which, incidentally, are latent in every human being,